December 17

Priest: Assemble and hear, O sons of Jacob; listen to Israel your
father. Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be
on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons shall bow down
before you. Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you
have gone up. He crouches down, he stretches out like a lion, like
a lioness--who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall not depart
from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until
tribute comes to him; and the obedience of the peoples is his.
(Gen 49:2, 8-10)

Reflection

Lector: When we read Scripture and yearn for the coming of the
divine, powerful Wisdom who will teach us how to live
throughout our life, we think of Mary, the humble Mother of God
who always waited upon the Lord as his handmaid.

Father, you spoke, and your Word became man, born of the Virgin
Mary. Christ humbled himself to share our human nature. We
humble ourselves before the child and ask for faith and love.

Antiphon

Priest: O Wisdom eternal, proceeding from the mouth of the
Most High, you reach from end to end and order all things
mightily and sweetly; come now to direct us in the way of holy
prudence. (cf. Sir 24; Wis 6-9)

Magnificat

All: My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;



for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel

in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever. (Lk 1:46-55)

Intercessions

Priest: Christ our Redeemer, your law is a light to our path;

All: teach us always to walk in the light of your law.

Priest: Coming Savior, dawn on us in radiant beauty,

All: so that we may receive you with loving devotion at your birth.
Priest: God of Jacob, you desire that all might be saved;

All: bring all people safely into the kingdom of heaven.

Priest: Lord of nations, show us your glory and give us true faith
and love;

All: protect us from harm and let us live in peace with each other.
Priest: Lord of ages, you desired to become one like us;

All: may the revelation of your humanity free us from our
sinfulness.

Closing Prayer
Priest: Christ goes before us. He is the Lamb without sin who will



open to us the gates of heaven. He is the high priest forever
according to the order of Melchisedech. He is the king of justice
and his reign is eternal.

You who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, world without end.

All: Amen.

The final Marian hymn on page 8.



