December 18

Priest: The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our
righteousness.”" Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the
Lord, when it shall no longer be said, "As the Lord lives who
brought the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt," but "As
the Lord lives who brought out and led the offspring of the house
of Israel out of the land of the north and out of all the lands
where he had driven them." Then they shall live in their own
land. (Jer 23:5-8)

Reflection

Lector: God of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the burning bush.
You delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt by parting the
sea, and blessed your people with a covenant as a bridegroom
marries his bride. Redeeming Lord, come to save us from the folly
of our sins. Give us the blessing of a new covenant written in our
hearts for all times. Rescue us with your mighty power!

Antiphon

Priest: O Lord and leader of the house of Israel, who once
appeared to Moses and spoke to him from a bush aflame, and on
the peak of Sinai gave him the law; come now, bring us your
redemption with your mighty outstretched arm. (cf. Ex 3, 15, 24;
Deut 5)

Magnificat



All: My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel

in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever. (Lk 1:46-55)

Intercessions

Priest: Light of the world, dispel our darkness,

All: and make us worthy of your coming.

Priest: Key of David, unlock the mystery of your incarnation for all
people,

All: so that all humanity may praise you together in loving joy.
Priest: Eternal Son, let your face shine upon the sick,

All: so they may serve you worthily in their infirmity.

Priest: Son of David, remember all those who are to die today,
All: and bring them into your perfect light.



Closing Prayer

Priest: Christ goes before us. He is the Lamb without sin who will
open to us the gates of heaven. He is the high priest forever
according to the order of Melchisedech. He is the king of justice
and his reign is eternal.

You who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, world without end.

All: Amen.

The final Marian hymn on page 8.



